Message

From: Edge, Charles (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) [ibd7@cdc.gov]

Sent: 10/31/2017 6:13:52 PM

To: ran2@cdc.gov [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=03bbfb4721134794ba6e837cee3f0dd3-ran2@cdc.gov]

CC: Werner, Lora [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=921f9f156035403fab05c142a287ccla-Lwerne02]

Subject: Re: Ames Warehouse Fire Parkersburg - OH comment

Sure thing.

On Oct 31, 2017, at 2:12 PM, Nickle, Richard (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) <ran2@cdc.gov> wrote:

Charles, while 'm working on a thing in Cincinnati, can yvou work with Lora to finish this

off7 At 1130, ODH was supposed to be almost through with their comments. Whenever the
state gets done, Bill Cibulas signed oft on it yesterday. We can fire it off to Lora’s matling list of
folks.

From: Werner, Lora S. (CDC epa.gov)

Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 11:07 AM

To: Nickle, Richard (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) <ran2@cdc.gov>
Subject: Ames Warehouse Fire Parkersburg - OH comment

Hi Rich — I am thinking the highlighted ones below are the “we’s” that ODH wanted clarified. |
think the last sentence is fine. | will call Rebecca now and bug her about if they have any other
comments thanks Lora

Beginning shortly after the fire started on Qotobser 21st, EPA and the State have been
monitoring environmental conditions around the Ames Warehouse firg at Camden and
Broadway in Parkershurg. Additional air monitoring was conducted by the Center for Toxicology
angd Ervirenmental Heabth {CTEH} working for Wood County authorities beginning the Monday
after the fire started, Because information on the contents of the warshouse has not been
certain, this air monitoring has focused on particulate matter less than 10 micrometsers in
diameater {PRMI0) and less than 2.5 micrometers {PM2.5) to track the smoke from the fire. These
particutates are small enough to be breathed desp into the lungs and are wsually a good
indicator of potential health issuss, Additional measursments have been mads of commaon
breakdown products of plastics and carbon monoxide, Carbon monoxide i3 a measurement that
can be used to evaluale any fire,

Tha primary concern for health officials has been “spikes™ of both PMI0 and PMZE, These
spikes have been above 24 hour air quality standards for open air for brief peripds of time
during the day or night, You an learn more ahout alr quality standards at

hitps/fwww aimow.goy/; look for information on the Alr Quality Indsx (AGH on the right side
of the page.  Many of the spikes have oocurred after midnight until just before dawn, usually
lasting for periods of less than an hour up o about 4 hours, Then the concentrations drogped
below the air standards. Because of wind conditions and the hilly nature of the ground around
the warehouse, it s not known how long these higher concentrations have lasted in any given
ares away from the sampling locations, Locel authoritiss in consuliation with state and federal
public health and environmenial officials made the recommendations to protect public health,
including advice on sheltering in thelr homes and avoliding the smoke. West Virginta officials
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comsuited frequently with their counterparts in Ohio to make sure everyone in the area possibly

affectsd by the smoke from the fire were made aware of the recommendations to protedt

thamsealves. Al guality in the area of the fire have improved dramatizally over the

waeksrnl, Average results on October 37-28, 2017 from EPA showed P25 resulls in the good

to mnderate alr guality index rangss. There wers much lower and less freguent spikes of h gher

concantrations comparad to what were ohserved sarlier in the week, with the maximum values
s gxpected 8t the source alr perimeter monitoring location”

Smoke from any fire irritates the lungs, nose, and throat, Individuals with pre-sgisting
respiratory and cardiag conditions are more sensitive to the effects of the smoks from this firs,
From what webave TSR hos seen in the snvironmental data so far, once exposurs to the
smoke from this fire has stopped, any symptoms should subside fairly quickly, I any individual
fas symiptoms that persist, they should consult first with thelr personal doctors beoauss your
doctor knows vour personal health hetter than anvone sbye, Other professionals through the
local hospitals, regional poison control centers, and public health agendies are avatlable to vour
doctor to help them understand the effects of the smoke in order to help vou

Thars have bhesn strong plastics odors as well as typical combustion odors in argas whera the
smoke has been, Information on what would be causing thess odors is not known, The public
health implications of these odors cannot be determined until additional information i3
avalable, Howsever, strong odors in air can cause symploms in people. Some people are mors
ensitive to environmental odors than others, In general, as the smells from the smoke norease,
more people may experience symploms. Symptoms from odors vary based on your personal
sansitivity to the odor. Young children, the elderly, and pregnant womaen may be more sensithee
1o odors than other people. In genersal, the most common symptoms from odors ars headaches;
nasal congestion; eve, nose, and throat irritation; nauses, and cough. People more sensitive o
odors can experience chest tightness, shortness of breath, wheezing, heart palpltations, nauses,
drowsiness, and mental depression. Thess sy mpimm generatly ooour at the tims of exposurs
and tend to subside quickly when the odors go away. The intensity of these symptoms depend
on the concentration of the odor in alr, how often vou smell i, and how long vou smel]
it. Avoiding the smoke and the odors when vou can should reduce yvour reaction. You can leam
more about odors and thely health effects at https:/ fwww . atsdr.ode.sov/odors/index himi

West Virginia Hea&ét?a and O?a o Healt E atad 3 mm 35 C8 Eéuﬁ &mcém ic survaiitance through

axposurs o ﬁs'r‘ake %mm what Wwe %@&m f‘s %é‘é%% %&&g émammd 50 faz geapi i the areas
potentially atfected by the smoke have done well g}rmeﬁt rig themselves following the advice
from tocal officlals. The need for add fonal studies s being considered. i determined that
thares is a nesd or benehit for additional studiss, state and federal health agencies will wmig
through local authorites to oo Kﬁuat ‘tézme studies. When additional information on the
contents of the warshouse and the air and watsr {gu&i ity becomes available, a better
appreciation of the potential health effects of this fire can be made. This additional information
should help with the decision for any additional s ud

The health and envivonmental professionals working on this fire will continue to work together
vl we are confident that the community concems are addressad.

Lora Siegmann Werner, MPH

Regional Director, Region 3

Division of Community Health Investigations

Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry (ATSDR)/Centers for Disease Control &
Prevention

c/o EPA Region 3
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1650 Arch Street
Mailstop 3HS00
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Desk phone: 215-814-3141

Cell phone: 215-588-9778

Fax: 215-814-3003

Emails {only need to use one): lkw3@cdc.gov and werner.lora@epa.gov

office**
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